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TWENTY-ONE YEARS 
OF JCL 
By 
Wenatchee (Wash.) High School 

HE ORIGINS of the Junior 

Classical League may be traced 
to the seventh annual meeting of the 
Council of the American Classical 
League, held in New York City on 
June 25, 1927. A. L. Bondurant, of 
the University of Mississippi, sug- 
gested that the League consider spon- 
soring a national junior organization 
for secondary-school classical stu- 
dents, and the Council, with B. L. 
Ullman, then of the University of 
Chicago, as President, appointed a 
special committee for this purpose, 
with Dean Bondurant as chairman. 
No recommendation was made until 
July 3, 1929, at the ninth annual 
meeting, held in Atlanta, Ga., when 
the Dean reported: “The chairman has 
given the subject considerable thought, 
but Coubts the advisability of under- 
taking the matter at this time.” 

Seven years later, in 1936, the offi- 
cers of the League again considered 
sponsoring a junior group. It was de- 
cided to arrange a framework for the 
organization and present it to the 
classical teachers for their approval. 
An artist submitted several designs 
for the official insigne. The design 
chosen was taken to the Pritchett 
Company of New York, a_ firm 
specializing in school fraternal 
jewelry, which agreed to make the 
die for the pin at its own expense. 
The original design with the wreath 
of laurel leaves and the burning 
torch has been the official insigne 
ever since. The first pins were of 
gold wash with safety clasp, and sold 
for 30¢. This price included a mem- 
bership card signed by the President 
and the Secretary-Treasurer of the 
ACL, and entitled one to life mem- 
bership in the JCL. 

The first announcement of the 
new organization was made by Fdi- 
tor Lillian B. Lawler, of Hunter Col- 
lege, in Tue Crassica Ouriook for 
November, 1936. Dorothy Park Latta, 
then of New York University, and 
Director of the American Classical 
League Service Bureau, had agreed to 
serve also as Director of the Junior 
Classical League, whose headquarters 
were established at New York Uni- 
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versity. Records show that two weeks 
atter the announcement the first 
chapter was formed at the high 
school in Danville, N. Y. By the end 
ot the school year 500 students had 
enrolled. 

‘Lhe tirst membership list was com- 
piled and mailed to chapter sponsors 
on December 1, 1937. arly figures 
on membership were also contained 
in the annual reports of Rollin H. 
‘Tanner, then of New York Univer- 
sity, and Secretary-Treasurer of the 
ACL. The total membership on the 
first list was 2068. Schools with chap- 
ters listed then and stull active atter 
twenty-one years are the high schools 
in Harttord and Norwalk, Conn.; 
Tubman Junior High School in Au- 
gusta, Ga.; the high schools in Col- 
linsville and Marion, Ill; the senior 
high school in Connersville and the 
high school in Hobart, Ind.; the high 
school in Ada, Okla.; Spaulding High 
School in Barre (where Stella M. 
Brooks served as sponsor through 
1954) and Cathedral High School in 
Burlington, Vt. Jefferson Senior 
High School in Roanoke, Va.; and 
the junior high school in Hunting- 
ton, W. Va. Additional chapters 
listed two months later, in February, 
1938, and still active are located at 
Lowell High School in San Francisco, 
Cal.; at St. Mark’s High School in 
St. Louis, Mo.; at Mother of Mercy 
High School in Cincinnati and the 
high school in Scio, Ohio; and at the 
senior high school in San Angelo, 
Tex. In two months membership had 
increased by 1419 to reach 3487. By 
the end of the second school year it 
had reached 4800. It should be noted 
that membership is not cumulative; it 
is reported each year by the sponsors, 
and only active members are in- 
cluded in the yearly figures. 

Special mention is due to three 
sponsors who were listed in 1937-38 
and remained with their chapters 
through 1957: Mrs. Anna Cowan, of 
Chico, Cal.; Mrs. W. L. Lynn, of 
Clifton Forge, Va.; and Estella Kyne, 
of Wenatchee, Wash. Also on that 
first list of sponsors were Anna P. 
McVay, then of Wadleigh High 
School in New York City, later and 
still a Vice-President of the Ameri- 
can Classical League; and Mary Vir- 
ginia Clarke, of Westport Junior 
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High School, Kansas City, Mo., au- 
thor of several skits for Latin clubs. 
and of historical books about the 
Romans. 

The first summary of chapter ac- 
tivities appeared in Tue CLassicar 
OvrLook for November, 1938. It was 
the first of eleven similar reports 
made by Miss Latta. Activities were 
reported from the chapters at Horace 
Mann Junior High School in San 
Diego, Cal., and at the high schools 
in’ East Norwalk, Conn.; Conners- 
ville and Hobart, Ind.;, Saltsburg, Pa.; 
Chester, Va.; and Wenatchee, Wash. 
The largest chapter, with 180 mem- 
bers, was at Jefferson Senior High 
School in Roanoke, Va. 

The second annual report of ac- 
tivities, in November, 1939, indicated 
that membership as of April 1 of that 
vear had been 6471. New chapter ac- 
tivities were reported from schools in 
Arkadelphia, Ark.; Miami, Fla. (Shen- 
andoah Junior High School); Mans- 
field, Mass.; Kansas City, Mo. (South- 
east High School); Swedesboro, N. 
J.; Niagara Falls, N. Y.; Terrace Park 
and St. Mary’s, Ohio; Bellevue and 
Dillsburg, Pa.; and Barre, Vt. The 
first financial report made by the 
Secretary-Treasurer showed a_ bal- 
ance of $677.86. 

First mention of the number of 
chapters was contained in the mem- 
bership report of January 10, 1940, 
when there were 295. Individual 
membership was then 6848. The JCL 
balance for the year was $912.03. 

A year later, in 1941, the Secretary- 
Treasurer reported an increase of 
30% in membership, with a total of 
12,400 members in 490 chapters. The 
balance in the treasury was $1,501.44. 
Likewise in 1941, a suggestion origi- 
nally made by Miss Latta in Tue 
CriassicaL Ourtook for December, 
1937, that greater solidarity would 
come if state organizations could be 
formed, materialized in the Texas 
State Junior Classical League at the 
University of Texas. Lourania Miller, 
of the Forest Avenue High School in 
Dallas, now a member of the Nation- 
al Committee, was among the charter 
members. A three-day convention 
established the new group and de- 
cided to issue an official state publi- 
cation: The Torch. 


In March, 1942, THe CLassicat 


| 
| 


Page 2 THE CLASSICAL OUTLOOK 


OvurLook announced that President 
Ullman had set up a League commit- 
tee for the JCL. The first members 
were Dorothy Park Latta, chairman, 
Mrs. Marian C. Butler, of Waco, 
‘Tex.; Stewart 1 Gay, of Monticello, 
N. ¥.; Hoyt Hurst, of Wm. A. Wirt 
High School in Gary, Ind.; and 
Estella Kyne, of Wenatchee, Wash. 
This committee was to guide national 
policies and suggest activities. 

The 1942 report came from Van- 
derbilt, University, Nashville, Tenn., 
to which ACL headquarters had been 
moved, Clyde Pharr, the new Secre- 
tary- Treasurer, reported 458 chapters 
with over 10,200 members. The bal- 
ance in the treasury was $950.98. 
During this year the cost of member- 
ship was increased to 35¢. 

On June 30, 1943, there were a 
few more than 10,000 members in 
458 chapters; the treasury balance 
was $1,272.36. In this war year the 
shortage of base metals forced the 
substitution of button-backs for safe- 
ty clasps on the JCL pin. Few of 
these were made; later it became nec- 
essary to substitute a ring at the top 
of the insigne to make pendant 
suitable for a charm bracelet or for 
use on a chain. 


The first ‘annual membership report 
dated in March was issued in 1944. 
Because of the paper shortage the to- 
tal only for each state was given. 
There were 9288 members in 328 
chapters and the balance in the treas- 
ury was $856.58. In this year the 
membership pin was changed to a 
sterling silver pendant with the or- 
iginal torch and laurel-leaf wreath, 
and the price was raised to 65¢, in- 
cluding federal tax. The ACL Coun- 
cil vored to make the purchase of 
this pendant optional, offering the 
inembership card only, with the usual 
signatures and the words of the JCL 
creed, for 25¢, to be used during the 
war years. Those buying the pendant 
for 65¢ continued to receive the 
membership card also. 

In 1945, membership rose again, to 
9463 In 375 chapters on March 15. 
The treasury balance was $685.15. In 
1946, there were 10,305 members in 
379 chapters, reported by March to. 
The balance was $1,897.10. In) 1947 
membership was 11,065 in 370 chap- 
ters. The balance was $2,464.11. 

The vear 1948 saw a loss of some 
2500 members: in March there were 
8560 members in 311 chapters. Henry 
C. Montgomery, the new Secretary- 
‘Treasurer, reported balance of 
$188.76 in the treasury. In this vear 
national headquarters were moved to 
Miami University, in Oxford, Ohio, 
and the first Latin Institute was held, 


also at Miami University. During the 
course of the Institute the ACL 
Council approved the appointment 
by President Walter Agard, of the 
University of Wisconsin, of Estella 
ikyne as chairman of the Com- 
muttee to succeed Miss Latta, who 
had directed the Committee since 
1936. Original members of the Com- 
muttee, appointed in 1942, were re- 
tained if they could serve. Each took 
over a special field of service. Dr. 
Gay worked to establish a JCL pub- 
lication; Miss Kyne continued the 
publicity previously handled by Miss 
Latta; Lourania Miller, of Dallas, 
Tex., successor to Mrs. Butler, took 
charge of state federations, Mrs. 
Louise Foster, of Terrace Park, Ohio, 
successor to Mr. Hurst, turned her 
attention to the initiation ritual; and 
Laura Pound, of Duquesne, Pa., con- 
centrated on membership, while Sis- 
ter M. Concepta, R. S. M., of St. 
Louis, Mo., specialized in program 
material. The new chairman began 
the practice of issuing semi-annual 
reports, the first such being dated 
December 28, 1948. Also in 1948 the 
JCL birthday card, made from a 
linoleum block cut by Vallena Bar- 
ber, a student at Wenatchee High 
School, and the JCL sticker in min- 
iature were first offered for sale by 
the Service Bureau, and arrangements 
were made for ordering a JCL felt 
emblem directly from the Utah 
Woolen Mills in Salt Lake City, 
Utah. 

In June, 1949, membership had 
risen again: as of March 10 there 
were 10,389 members in 345 chapters. 
The balance was reported at $827.61. 
Miss Miller appointed the following 
as the first chairmen of state federa- 
tions: Mildred Sterling, of Waco, for 
Texas; Sister Ignatia Maria, of Im- 
maculate High School, Seattle, for 
Washington, and Lorina Knoll, of 
Kingman, for Kansas. Texas held its 
ninth state convention and Washing- 
ton its first, both in the spring. Mrs. 
Foster, having completed the  initia- 
tion ritual and being about to retire 
from teaching, resigned from the 
Committee. 

In 1950, Augusta Gibbons, of Shar- 
on, Pa., successor to Miss Pound on 
the JCL. Committee, announced that 
membership had reached 11,432. in 
418 chapters. The Secretary-Treas- 
urer reported a balance of $2,332.92. 
The March national membership re- 
port for the first time listed the mem- 
bers of the National Committee, and 
the chairman was made a member of 
the ACL Council. Miss Miller an- 
nounced the formation of new state 
federations and the appointment of 


chairmen as follows: Mary Wood 
Brown, of Lexington, for Kentucky; 
Carolyn E. Bock, of Northwest State 
College, Natchitoches, for Louisiana, 
Mrs. W. L. Lynn, of Clifton Forge, 
for Virginia; and Helen C. Gorse, 
of Hanley Junior High School, Uni- 
versity City, for Missouri (December, 
1949); and Anna C. Schlichter, of 
Phoenix, for Arizona; Lynnette 
Thompson, of Florida State Univer- 
sity, Tallahassee, for Florida, Mary 
Hogarth, of Boise, for Idaho; Mary 
Sharp, of Fairbury, for Illinois, 
Helene Wilson, of Dearborn, for 
Michigan; Marion Parkos, of Fair- 
mont, for Minnesota; Sue Watkins, 
of Clarksdale, for Mississippi; Mrs. 
Mabelle Irwin, of Whitefish, for 
Montana; Adeline Reeping, of La- 
trobe, for Pennsylvania; Mrs. Cath- 
erine Bradshaw Boyd, of Kimball, 
for South Dakota; Leone Fenzl, of 
Oshkosh, for Wisconsin; Mrs. Ruth 
Bauder, of Cheyenne, for Wyoming; 
and Elizabeth Shields for Washing- 
ton, D. C. (June, 1950). Kansas, Ken- 
tucky, Michigan, Missouri, and Penn- 
sylvania held their first state conven- 
tions that spring. The Wenatchee, 
Wash., chapter sent a special bulletin 
to the 350 active chapters, containing 
the first invitation, extended by Dr. 
Gay, to contribute toward a national 
JCL quarterly. The plan was to 
charge two dollars per chapter: stu- 
dents desiring a copy would pay 1o¢. 
Two months later, in December, 
1949, the chapter at Cheyenne, Wy., 
sent out a four-page mimeograph, at 
its own expense, to all national chap- 
ters. The third bulletin received by 
the national chapters came in March, 
1950, from the chapter in Kingman, 
Kan., which had secured news _ re- 
ports from widely separated chapters. 
The fourth bulletin was prepared by 
the chapter at Whitefish, Mon. These 
first attempts at a national bulletin 
used the names of the local publica- 
tions, and the chapters that volun- 
teered to prepare the issues paid for 
them. 

On June 1, 1951, there were 12.626 
members in 541 chapters. The bal- 
ance reported by the Treasurer at 
Miami University was $1,311.76. Ad- 
ditional state chairmen were  ap- 
pointed in Alabama (Mary Sherrod, 
of Sheffield). New Jersey (Mrs. El- 
len Stubbs. of Plainfield). Ohio (Lois 
Bickelhaupt. of John Clay Hieh 
School in Toledo). and West Vir- 
ginia (Mrs. Bessie Green, of Rom- 
nev ). The first state convention to be 
held in the fall took place on No- 
vember 4, in Washington. New Jer- 
sey, Ohio, and West Virginia held 
their first state conventions. The first 
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bership in June, 1953, 


was 17,456 in 593 chapters. The bal- 
ance at national headquarters was 
$1,926.74. The first chairman for 
Hawaii to be appointed was Alice 
Carlson, of Roosevelt High School 
in Honolulu. Texas and Louisiana 
held their first regional convention 
on November 15, 1952, at Henderson, 
Tex. The Inland Empire regional 
convention was also held in the fall 
that year, as were the state conven- 
tions in South Dakota and Washing- 
ton. The first conventions for Ar- 
kansas, Georgia, Louisiana, and Min- 
nesota were held in the spring of 
1953. Vol. IL of Torcu:US, with 
Billie Jo Payne again as editor, ap- 
peared in two issues: 650 copies in 
January and 1450 copies in April. 
The subscription price for the two 
issues was one dollar a chapter, with 
student subscriptions for the two is- 
sues at 10¢; the budget amounted to 
$383.40. 

The May issue of Vol. | (1952) of 
Torcu:US had suggested a national 
JCL convention; the April, 1953, is- 
sue contained the tentative program 
for an organization meeting to be 
held at Miami University, in Oxford, 
Ohio. From June 18 to June 20, 1953, 
more than a hundred student dele- 
gates from 26 chapters in 11 states 
met under the chairmanship of Veda 
McCray, of Middletown, Ohio. They 
adopted the constitution presented by 
Gene Perry and his committee from 
the chapter at Waco High School, 
Tex., elected national officers, and 
voted national dues of two dollars, 
including a one-dollar chapter charge 
for the national publication. The title 
of this last was emended from 
Torcu:US to its present form, 
Torcu: U.S. 


The eighteenth year of the Junior 
Classical League, ending in June, 
1954, Witnessed an increase of 25; 
in membership, the final figure being 
21,860 members in 663 chapters. The 
financial balance was $3,364.67. Ad- 
ditional states received their first 
chairman: Connecticut (James F. 
Looby, Education Editor of the Hart- 
ford Courant), Delaware (Mrs. EF. A. 
Getty, of Smyrna), Indiana (Fileen 
Johnson, of Anderson), Maine (Mary 
I.. Copeland, of Bangor), Massachu- 
setts (Mary Sullivan, of Fast Bridge- 
water), Oklahoma (Mrs. Evelyn 
Barkholz, of Lawton), Oregon 
(Jenette FE. Roberts, of Salem), and 
South Carolina (Elfreida Cole, of 
Greer). Thirty-six states, the District 
of Columbia, and Hawaii by now 
had state chairmen. First state con- 
ventions were held in New Mexico, 
Connecticut, Indiana, Oklahoma, and 
Massachusetts. Wyoming, as a state 


with widely scattered membership, 
made the experiment of holding two 
meetings with the same program in 
two different areas. In all, 22 state 
and 2 regional conventions, besides 
the first national convention, were 
held. 

Advance publicity for the first na- 
rional convention appeared in THe 
Crassica, Ourtoox, in Torcu:U.S., 
in the Classical Journal, and in the 
American Observer (Washington, 
1). C.). Mildred Sterling, sponsor of 
the Waco chapter and Texas state 
chairman, was general chairman for 


_the convention, which was held June 


13-15, 1954, at Incarnate Word High 


“School in San Antonio, Tex. Alvin 
_ Dungan, a junior in the Wenatchee 


chapter, served as national President, 
having been elected at Miami Uni- 
versity in 1953. The other national 
officers for that first year were Alex 
Poston, of Kingsport, Tenn.—Vice- 
President; Barbara Landiss, of Alton, 
Ill—Secretary; Alma Yip, of High 
Point, N. C.—Treasurer; Galen Lef- 
forts, of Jackson, Mich.—Parliamen. 
tarian. Martha Matthews, of Hen- 
derson, Tex., was appointed editor of 
Torcu:U.S.; she was granted a bud- 
get of $726.65 for two issues of Vol. 
Ill (710 copies in January and 3000 
in April). Receipts of the Treasurer 
were $387.00; there was a balance of 
$227.62 after expenses had been paid. 
The Treasurer’s account was audited 
by Anna Goldsberry, chapter spon- 
sor at Alton, Ill, and Lourania Mil- 
ler, member of the National Com- 
mittee. The JCL Song, written by 
Dave Clements, Mrs. Spikes, and Mrs. 
R. G. Frazier, all of Texas, which 
was already the official Texas state 
song, was selected by the attending 
delegates as the national song as well. 
Attendance at this first convention 
was 474 delegates from 77 chapters in 
18 states. A complete report of the 
convention for the delegates and the 
sponsors of all national chapters was 
provided. in a special eight-page issue 
of Torcn:U.S., dated September 15, 
and financed by the JCL treasury 
with some assistance from the Ameri- 
can Classical League. 

In the nineteenth year, ending in 
June, 1955, national membership in- 
creased 50°, to reach the figure of 
31,124 In 821 chapters. The balance 
at national headquarters was $4,321.84. 
The first chairman and co-chairman 
were appointed for California (Fd- 
ward Lindsay, of Sacramento, and 
Lee Ashenberg, of Oakdale); Mrs. 
Barbara Oldfield, of Omaha, became 
the first chairman for Nebraska, and 
Grace Elmore, of Kingsport, for Ten- 
nessee. There were now forty-two 
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state chairmen. Two regions had their 
first meetings; New England at Hart- 
ford, Conn., and West -Texas at 
Ysleta; Virginia held its first state 
convention, 

The second national convention 
took place at State Teachers College 
in Cedar Falls, la., June 26-28, 1955, 
with Edna O. Miller, faculty member 
and state chairman, as general chair- 
man. Richard Page, a senior at Web- 
ster Groves, Mo., served as national 
President. Other officers, all of 
whom had likewise been elected in 
1954, were Sandra Davidson, of Le- 
noir, N. C.—Vice-President,; Lucy 
Collins, of Waco, ‘Tex.—Secretary ; 
Barbara Binford, of New Albany, Ind. 
—Treasurer; and Robert Diaz, of Al- 
ton, Hl.—Parliamentarian. Martha Mat- 
thews, of Henderson, Tex., was ap- 
pointed to a second year as editor of 
‘Torcu: U.S.; she worked with a bud- 
getof $1,141.05 for two issues of Vol. 
IV (3500 copies in January and 4300 
in April), her accounts being audited 
by Mrs. S$. L. Russell, of Kilgore, and 
Lucy MecClear, of Lufkin, Tex. The 
national Treasurer reported receipts 
of $573 with total assets of $800.62 
and a balance of $263.13, this report 
was audited by Lourania Miller and 
Rev. Gerard Ellspermann, both of the 
National Committee. Delegates at the 
convention voted to accept and retain 
unaltered the JCL creed as written in 
1937 by Dorothy Park Latta and 
printed on all chapter charters sent 
out from national headquarters. ‘This 
creed had been set to music by Mar- 
tin Helenic, of the chapter at La- 
trobe, Pa., in 1952. The music was 
later revised by Ronald Shurie, of the 
Latrobe, Pa., faculty, and Rev. Ide 
phonse Wartman, ©O.S.B., of the 
Music Department at St. Vincent 
College in Latrobe. At this second 
convention there were 478 delegates 
registered from 107 schools 27 
states. Their j0¢ registration fees 
added $143.30 to the treasury to help 
finance the eight-page report of the 
convention that constituted the spe 
cial September 15 issue of Toron:US. 

In September, 1954, the JCL was 
listed for the first time in the “Where 
to Find It” directory of Senior Scho 
lastic; it was also listed for the first 
time in the monthly magazine Iter 
national Conventions. 

In June, 1956, at the end of the 
twentieth year of the organization, 
membership reached 41,001 in g68 
chapters. The financial balance was 
$6,080.55. Marvland received its first 
state chairman: Leo P. Finegan, of 
Hyattsville. There were 4 regional 
and 25 state conventions. California 
had its first state convention on Oc- 
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regional convention occurred on 
April 5, 1951, when delegates from 
Idaho and eastern Washington met at 
Holy Names College in Spokane as 
the “Inland Empire.” Also in April, 
the chapter at Wenatchee sent all 
state chairmen a five-page mimeo- 
graphed bulletin containing a_ his- 
tory of the JCL from 1936 to 1951, 
a summary of state conventions held 
in 1949-1950, and the dates for state 
conventions in 1950-1951. A second 
mimeographed bulletin was issued by 
Dr. Gay, urging more cooperation 
on a national bulletin. As before, the 
chapters that prepared these bulletins 
also financed them. 

By June 20, 1952, there were 15,003 
members in 500 chapters. The bal- 
ance in the treasury at Miami Uni- 
versity was $2,163.79. There were 
now thirty-two state chairmen, in- 
cluding the following additions: Flor- 
ence Raanes, then of Milne College 
for Teachers in Albany, for New 
York, and Edna O. Miller, of Teach- 
ers College in Cedar Falls, for lowa 
(December, 1951); and R. FE. Walker, 
of Hot Springs, for Arkansas, Clyde 
Ward, of Columbus, for Georgia; 
Madalene Hendricks, of Albuquer- 
que, for New Mexico; and Mrs. Vera 
Walden, of High Point, for North 
Carolina (June, 1952). The first state 
conventions were held by lowa and 
North Carolina. Only four states 
were still without JCL chapters: Ne- 
vada, North Dakota, Oklahoma, and 
Utah. Sister M. Concepta and Dr. 
Gay resigned from the National 
Committee, to be replaced by Rev. 
Gerard Fllspermann, O.S.B., of St. 
Meinrad’s Abbey, Ind., and Belle 
Gould, of Henderson, Tex., respec- 
tively. 

In December, 1951, the first printed 
bulletin, coming from Henderson, 
Tex., was sent to all national chap- 
ters. The Executive Committee of the 
Texas JCL had voted to pay for one 
issue of their local publication, the 
Torch, then in its eleventh vear, to be 
sent to all national chapters; in reply 
to postals sent by members of the 
chapter 330 schools had submitted 
reports. The result was a twelve-page 
paper containing reports from forty 
states, mailed without charge to 2500 
JCL members. This issue asked for 
contributions to finance another is- 
sue during the year. The response 
was sufficient to make possible Vol. 
I, No. 1, of Torcu:US, the official 
national JCL bulletin, which appeared 
in May, 1952. The cost for 650 copies 
was $144.55. Billie Jo Payne, the ed- 
itor of the Texas Torch, was editor 
of this first printed national bulletin. 


Final membership in June, 1953, 


was 17,456 in 593 chapters. The bal- 
ance at national headquarters was 
$1,926.74. The first chairman for 
Hawaii to be appointed was Alice 
Carlson, of Roosevelt High School 
in Honolulu. Texas and Louisiana 
held their first regional convention 
on November 15, 1952, at Henderson, 
Tex. The Inland Empire regional 
convention was also held in the fall 
that year, as were the state conven- 
tions in South Dakota and Washing- 
ten. The first conventions for Ar- 
kansas, Georgia, Louisiana, and Min- 
nesota were held in the spring of 
1953. Vol. IL of Torcu:US, with 
Billie Jo Payne again as editor, ap- 
peared in two issues: 650 copies in 
January and 1450 copies in April. 
The subscription price for the two 
issues was one dollar a chapter, with 
student subscriptions for the two is- 
sues at 1o¢; the budget amounted to 
$383.40. 

The May issue of Vol. I (1952) of 
Torcu:US had suggested a national 
JCL convention; the April, 1953, 1s- 
sue contained the tentative program 
for an organization meeting to be 
held at Miami University, in Oxford, 
Ohio. From June 18 to June 20, 1953, 
more than a hundred student dele- 
gates from 26 chapters in 11 states 
met under the chairmanship of Veda 
McCray, of Middletown, Ohio. They 
adopted the constitution presented by 
Gene Perry and his committee from 
the chapter at Waco High School, 
Tex., elected national officers, and 
voted national dues of two dollars, 
including a one-dollar chapter charge 
for the national publication. The title 
of this last was emended from 
Torcu:US its present form, 


Torcu: U.S. 


The eighteenth year of the Junior 
Classical League, ending in June, 
1954, Witnessed an increase of 25°; 
in membership, the final figure being 
21,860 members in 663 chapters. The 
financial balance was $3,364.67. Ad- 
ditional states received their first 
chairman: Connecticut (James F. 
Looby, Education Editor of the Hart- 
ford Courant), Delaware (Mrs. EF. A. 
Getty, of Smyrna), Indiana (Fileen 
Johnson, of Anderson), Maine (Mary 
L.. Copeland, of Bangor), Massachu- 
setts (Mary Sullivan, of East Bridge- 
water), Oklahoma (Mrs. Evelyn 
Barkholz, of Lawton), Oregon 
(Jenette FE. Roberts, of Salem), and 
South Carolina (Elfreida Cole, of 
Greer). Thirty-six states, the District 
of Columbia, and Hawaii by now 
had state chairmen. First state con- 
ventions were held in New Mexico, 
Connecticut, Indiana, Oklahoma, and 
Massachusetts. Wyoming, as a state 
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with widely scattered membership, 
made the experiment of holding two 
meetings with the same program in 
two different areas. In all, 22 state 
and 2 regional conventions, besides 
the first national convention, were 
held. 

Advance publicity for the first na- 
tional convention appeared in Tue 
CrassicaL in Torcu:U.S., 
in the Classical Journal, and in the 
American Observer (Washington, 
D. C.). Mildred Sterling, sponsor of 
the Waco chapter and Texas state 
chairman, was general chairman for 
the convention, which was held June 
13-15, 1954, at Incarnate Word High 
School in San Antonio, Tex. Alvin 
Dungan, a junior in the Wenatchee 
chapter, served as national President, 
having been elected at Miami Uni- 
versity in 1953. The other national 
officers for that first year were Alex 
Poston, of Kingsport, Tenn.—Vice- 
President; Barbara Landiss, of Alton, 
Ill—Secretary; Alma Yip, of High 
Point, N. C.—Treasurer; Galen Lef- 
forts, of Jackson, Mich.—Parliamen- 
tarian. Martha Matthews, of Hen- 
derson, Tex., was appointed editor of 
Torcu:U.S.; she was granted a bud- 
get of $726.65 for two issues of Vol. 
Ill (710 copies in January and 3000 
in April). Receipts of the Treasurer 
were $387.00; there was a balance of 
$227.62 after expenses had been paid. 
The Treasurer’s account was audited 
by Anna Goldsberry, chapter spon- 
sor at Alton, IIL, and Lourania Mil- 
ler, member of the National Com- 
mittee. The JCL Song, written by 
Dave Clements, Mrs. Spikes, and Mrs. 
R. G. Frazier, all of Texas, which 
was already the official Texas state 
song, was selected by the attending 
delegates as the national song as well. 
Attendance at this first convention 
was 474 delegates from 77 chapters in 
18 states. A complete report of the 
convention for the delegates and the 
sponsors of all national chapters was 
provided in a special eight-page issue 
of Torcu:U.S., dated September 15, 
and financed by the JCL treasury 
with some assistance from the Ameri- 
can Classical League. 

In the nineteenth year, ending in 
June, 1955, national membership in- 
creased 50%, to reach the figure of 
31,124 in 821 chapters. The balance 
at national headquarters was $4,321.84. 
The first chairman and co-chairman 
were appointed for California (Ed- 
ward Lindsay, of Sacramento, and 
Lee Ashenberg, of Oakdale); Mrs. 
Barbara Oldfield, of Omaha, became 
the first chairman for Nebraska, and 
Grace Elmore, of Kingsport, for Ten- 
nessee. There were now forty-two 
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state chairmen. Two regions had their 
first meetings, New England at Hart- 
ford, Conn., and West Texas at 
Ysleta; Virginia held its first state 
convention. 

The second national convention 
took place at State Teachers College 
in Cedar Falls, la., June 26-28, 1955, 
with Edna O. Miller, faculty member 
and state chairman, as general chair- 
man. Richard Page, a senior at Web- 
ster Groves, Mo., served as national 
President. Other officers, all of 
whom had likewise been elected in 
1954, were Sandra Davidson, of Le- 
noir, N. C.—Vice-President,; Lucy 
Collins, of Waco, Tex.—Secretary; 
Barbara Binford, of New Albany, Ind. 
—Treasurer; and Robert Diaz, of Al- 
ton, Ill_—Parliamentarian. Martha Mat- 
thews, of Henderson, Tex., was ap- 
pointed to a second year as editor of 
‘Torcu: U.S.; she worked with a bud- 
get of $1,141.05 for two issues of Vol. 
IV (3500 copies in January and 4300 
in April), her accounts being audited 
by Mrs. S. L. Russell, of Kilgore, and 
Lucy McClear, of Lufkin, Tex. The 
national Treasurer reported receipts 
of $573 with total assets of $800.62 
and a balance of $263.13; this report 
was audited by Lourania Miller and 
Rev. Gerard Ellspermann, both of the 
National Committee. Delegates at the 
convention voted to accept and retain 
unaltered the JCL creed as written in 
1937 by Dorothy Park Latta and 
printed on all chapter charters sent 
out from national headquarters. This 
creed had been set to music by Mar- 
tin Helenic, of the chapter at La- 
trobe, Pa., in 1952. The music was 
later revised by Ronald Shurie, of the 
Latrobe, Pa., faculty, and Rev. Ilde- 
phonse Wartman, O.S.B., of the 
Music Department at St. Vincent 
College in Latrobe. At this second 
convention there were 478 delegates 
registered from 107 schools in 27 
states. Their 30¢ registration fees 
added $143.30 to the treasury to help 
finance the eight-page report of the 
convention that constituted the spe- 
cial September 15 issue of Torcu: U.S. 

In September, 1954, the JCL was 
listed for the first time in the “Where 
to Find It” directory of Senior Scho- 
lastic; it was also listed for the first 
time in the monthly magazine /7ter- 
national Conventions. 

In June, 1956, at the end of the 
twentieth year of the organization, 
membership reached 41,001 in 968 
chapters. The financial balance was 
$6,080.55. Maryland received its first 
state chairman: Leo P. Finegan, of 
Hyattsville. There were 4 regional 
and 25 state conventions. California 
had its first state convention on Oc- 


tober 22. Other fall state conventions 
took place in New Mexico, South 
Dakota, Virginia, and Washington, 
regional fall meetings occurred in the 
Iniand kmpire region (at Spokane), 
in Lexas, and in Nebraska (tor the 
first ume). The total convention at- 
tendance tor the twentieth year was 
12,868 trom 731 chapters in 30 con- 
ventions, including tne national con- 
vention. 

For its third national convention, 
held June 24-26, 1956, the JCL re- 
turned to Miami University, in Ox- 
ford, Ohio, with Miss McCray as 
chairman for the second time. john 
Crum, a senior at Stuttgart, Ark., was 
national President, having been 
elected at the convention in 1955. 
Other national officers were Norine 
Hurite, of Latrobe, Pa.—Vice-Presi- 
dent; Pamela Moore, of Jersey City, 
N. J.—Secretary; Linda Hill, of Bas- 
trop, La.—Treasurer,; and Clell Har- 
ral, of Forth Worth, Tex.—Parlia- 
mentarian. Betty Johnson, of Hender- 
son, Tex., became the editor of 
Torcu:U.S. The budget for Vol. V 
came to $1,597.40 for three issues 
numbering 1500, 5100, and 5600 cop- 
ies respectively; this budget was au- 
dited by R. Wright, of Henderson, 
Tex. The national Treasurer, starting 
with a balance of $263.13, finished 
her year in office with a balance of 
$361.59; her auditors were lone Mett- 
len, of Kansas City, state chairman 
for Kansas, and Lourania Miller, of 
the National Committee. Innovations 
at the convention included sessions 
on “Practical Uses of Latin” with 
experienced professional leaders as 
consultants; an evening program with 
the theme “The Labors of Hercules,” 
each labor being presented by a dif- 
ferent state federation; and a Roman 
banquet for over goo guests, all in 
Roman costume, held on a lawn be- 
cause no indoor place could serve 
that many at one time. For this oc- 
casion President Van L. Johnson, of 
Tufts University, Medford, Mass., 
had written a special Carmen to mu- 
sic from Henry Purcell’s Dido and 
Aeneas. A highlight of the meeting 
was the announcement of the ACL 
offer of five national $100-scholar- 
ships to JCL members entering col- 
lege to study Latin; Carolyn FE. Bock, 
of State Teachers College, Upper 
Montclair, N. J., had agreed to serve 
as chairman of the scholarship com- 
mittee. Accommodations at the con- 
vention cost $19,919.40; this amount 
came from the delegates, whose 30¢ 
registration fee paid for a twelve- 
page summary of the convention in 
the September 15 issue of Torcu:U.S., 
which also went to every sponsor of 
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a JCL chapter. The total registration, 
from 169 chapters in 27 states, was 
go7, plus 131 adults: 96 sponsors and 
35 parents. 

JCL programs from widely sep- 
arated chapters featured the Language 
Teacher's Notebook (Winter, 1955, 
issue), 30,000 copies of which were 
distributed free to high schools 
throughout the nation by Scott, 
Foresman and Company. 

The last year covered in this his- 
tory, and the twenty-first of the Jun- 
ior Classical League, ended in June, 
1957. The record showed a total 
membership of 50,261 in 1150 chap- 
ters as of July 1. The financial bal- 
ance at national headquarters, as of 
May 1, was $6,275.99. Nevada became 
the forty-fourth state to receive a 
chairman: Mrs. F. W. Coates, of Ely, 
bringing the total of sponsors serving 
as state chairmen or co-chairmen to 
fifty-two. There were 3 regional and 
29 state conventions, including the 
following firsts: Mississippi, South 
Carolina, and Tennessee. Registration 
at state conventions of a thousand or 
more was reported from North Caro- 
lina (1159—Georgia Haley, of Lenoir, 
state chairman), New Jersey (1123— 
M. D. LaFountain, of Trenton, and 
Fthel Lux, of Somerville, co-chair- 
men), Indiana (1027—EFileen Johnson, 
of Anderson, chairman), and Ken- 
tucky (1000—Mrs. Molly Myles 
Bundy, of Lexington, chairman). At- 
tendance for all JCL conventions for 
the year totaled 13,878 from 845 
schools. 

The fourth national convention, 
the first to take place late in the 
summer, was held at Colorado Col- 
lege, in Colorado Springs, August 13- 
15. Mrs. Helen Swedberg, sponsor at 
Lake Junior High School, Denver, 
and state chairman for Colorado, was 
the general chairman. Robert Max- 
well, a senior at Frank B. Willis High 
School, Delaware, Ohio, served as na- 
tional President. Other officers who 
had been elected with him in 1956 
were Brad Agnew, of Lawton, Okla. 
—Vice-President; Virginia Carlisle, of 
Cheyenne, Wy. — Secretary; Mary 
Lou Gamet, of Cedar Falls, Ta.— 
Treasurer; and Richard George, of 
Denver, Col.—Parliamentarian. For 
the first time, two co-editors were ap- 
pointed for Torcu:U.S.: Lynne Hin- 
son and Caroleen Dorsey, of Hen- 
derson, Tex. The budget for Vol. VI 
was $2,869.10. The September issue, 
increased to twelve pages, was as 
usual financed by the registration fees 
of the delegates and by the national 
treasury; it was issued in 1920 copies. 
There were 6500 copies to the Janu- 
ary issue and 6700 in April; each of 
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these issues contained sixteen pages. 
Chapter subscriptions totaled 735, and 
there were 5705 individual student 
subscriptions. Lhe Treasurer received 
dues trom go7 chapters; her records 
were audited by Annie Brent, of 
Jackson, Miss., and Lourania Miller. 
Besides the financial reports made 
annually in Torcu:U.S. and by ‘the 
national treasury, a third annual’ re- 
port is issued trom ACL headquarters 
at Miami University. Some innova- 
tions at this convention, notably the 
addition of more discussion groups 
on such topics as programs and mem- 
bership, were the result of a question- 
naire mailed previously to delegates 
and sponsors who had attended other 
conventions. Also the result of the 
questionnaire was the substitution of 
uniform identification tags, furnished 
by the local Chamber ot Commerce, 
for the individual state identification 
badges used at previous conventions. 
Noteworthy also was the provision of 
opportunites for sight-seeing in the 
vicinity before the convention itself 
began. Limitations on attendance, 
which had previously become neces- 
sary for some state conventions be- 
cause of lack of adequate facilities, 
were enforced for the first time at 
a national gathering, over 700 names 
were held on the waiting list. Present 
were 485 delegates and sponsors from 
27 states. The total receipts at the 
convention were $11,765.95. 

The most complete summary of 
the national convention is given each 
year in the September 15 Torcu: U.S. 
The most complete summary of state 
conventions appears in the November 
issue of THe CrassicaL 
where club activities in general are 
reported. The most complete report 
of many state conventions appears in 
the official state publications, of 
which there are now eighteen. 

It may not be amiss briefly to pass 
in review here the various organs put 
out by the different federations. The 
first state bulletin to be established 
was the Torch of Texas, in 1941. This 
four-page quarterly, edited by a dif- 
ferent chapter each year, is financed 
from the state treasury. Washington 
Was next, in 1949, with a monthly 
mimeograph eventually called Vox 
Latina. Prepared and financed by a 
different chapter each month, it fea- 
tures an original cover design for 
each issue. The third bulletin, also a 
mimeograph, was started in 1950 for 
the Kansas federation by the Kingman 
chapter; it bears the name Res Novae. 

Two bulletins were started in 1951. 
The quarterly New Jersey Nuntius, 
featuring the JCL seal on its gold- 
colored cover, is prepared by one 
chapter each year and is financed by 


money allotted by the state board. 
The Acta of Missouri is a quarterly 
financed by subscriptions pre- 
pared by a volunteer chapter. 

The year 1952 saw three new 
mimeographed bulletins. The New 
Mexico Crescit is issued twice a year 
and is financed by chapter dues; the 
early issues were sold for five cents 
a copy. The Ohio Torch has one is- 
sue a year and is financed from state 
funds; in addition, a mimeographed 
report by state officers is sent to each 
chapter monthly. The lowa Nuntius 
has eight issues annually, prepared 
and financed by volunteer chapters. 

Indiana’s four-page printed Veritas 
et Scientia was started in 1954. Three 
issues, financed by subscriptions and 
by a subsidy from the state treasury, 
appear annually. California and 
Colorado both began their mimeo- 
graphs the following year, in 1955. 
Both the Nuvztius Californianus and 
the Vox Zephyri of Colorado have 
three issues a year. The annual sub- 
scription to the former costs 25¢; the 
latter, originally financed by an as- 
sessment, is now supported by the 
state treasury. 

In 1956 Minnesota established its 
mimeograph, Cursor Velox, appearing 
three times annually and financed by 
local chapters and by the state. The 
same year saw the first issue of the 
Louisiana Nuntius Latinus, whose 
two mimeographed issues are financed 
by subscriptions and by local sub- 
sidies (e.g., the paper is supplied by 
a local paper company, and the 
mimeographing, as is the case with 
most of these bulletins, is done by 
the school Commercial Department ). 

The federations in Tennessee and 
Mississippi undertook mimeographed 
state bulletins only last year, in 1957. 
The quarterly Tennessee Torch was 
prepared by the Memphis chapter 
and financed by the state treasury. 
The Nuntius, in Mississippi, super- 
vised by the state chairman and fi- 
nanced by chapter dues, had two is- 
sues during its first year. 

There are also. state bulletins in 
North Carolina, North Dakota, and 
West Virginia, about which informa- 
tion is unfortunately incomplete. In 
addition, three state chairmen prepare 
bulletins through their own chapters: 
Cheyenne, Wy. (the Aquila); La- 
trobe, Pa. (the Torch); and Wausau, 
Wis. (the Chariot). Finally, mention 
should be made of the long-estab- 
lished bulletin in Hlinois, the Acta. 

It is gratifying at this point in the 
history of the Junior Classical League 
to record the names of the first ACL 
scholarship winners, as they were an- 
nounced by Dr. Bock and her com- 
mittee in THe CLassicaL OutTLook for 
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May, 1957: Latin IV — Wesley J. 
Jones, Jr., of the Middletown (Ohio) 
Senior High School (Veda McCray, 
sponsor), and Sally Rae Curvey, of 
the Alton (Ill.) Senior High School 
(Anna Goldsberry, sponsor); Latin 
I1I—Claudia G. Arrowood, of Lee H. 
Edwards High School, Asheville, N. 
C. (Harriet Wiggins, sponsor), and 
Jeanne Dahl, of the Middletown (N. 
Y.) High School (M. Elizabeth Hill, 
sponsor); Latin Il—Mary R. Wy- 
song, of the Bainbridge (Ind.) High 
School (Mrs. June Irwin, sponsor ). 
Alternates were from the Torrington 
(Conn.) High School, Eastern High 
School, Middletown, Ky.,; the Ken- 
more (N.Y.) Senior High School; 
the Shelby (N. C.) High School; and 
the Lowell (Mich.) High School. 
There were sixty-six applicants for 
these five $100 scholarships. 

No report is complete without 
comparative statistics, and the follow- 
ing figures for the year 1957 will be 
of interest to all friends of the Jun- 
ior Classical League. The first state 
to reach a membership of 5,000. is 
Ohio, where there were 5551 mem- 
bers in 132 chapters. Judy Richards 
of Defiance was the state president 
and Lois Bickelhaupt of Clay High 
School, Toledo, the state chairman. 
‘Texas was second in size with 4185 
members in 69 chapters; Indiana, third 
with 3649 in 77 chapters; and Penn- 
sylvania, fourth with 2830 in 63 chap- 
ters. Three other states were close 
together: California with 2269, Mis- 
sourt with 2154, and Michigan with 
2076. The other states each had fewer 
than 2000, The largest single chapter 
in 1957 Was at Dominican High 
School, Detroit, Mich., with Sister 
Jean Margaret as sponsor and 521 
members. 

In 1939, at the annual American 
Classical League meeting, President 
Ullman used as the title for his ban- 
quet address the sentence “The 
American Classical League comes of 
age.” Eighteen years later this history 
of the Junior Classical League closes 
with the parallel words of W. L. 
Carr, Director of the American Clas- 
sical League Service Bureau: “Junior 
comes of age.” 

The members of the National JCL 
Committee express their appreciation 
to the council of che American Clas- 
sical League for issuing this history 
as a supplement to THe 
OuTLOOK. 

Lourania Miller, Dallas, Tex. 
Belle Gould, Henderson, Tex. 
Augusta Gibbons, Sharon, Pa. 
Rev. Gerard Fllspermann, O.S.B., 
St. Meinrad. Ind. 
Estella Kyne, Wenatchee, Wash. 
Chairman 


